
by JENNIFER HARTZELL

This year, Bay Village City Council will 
sign a new electric aggregation agree-
ment. What is an electric aggregation? 

A municipality can negotiate for the purchase 
of combined electric supply of its residents and 
small businesses. This benefits the residents 
of the city, as it is usually a lower price that 
is negotiated than one single household can 
obtain on its own.

Ok, I’m sure you are wondering why I am 
writing about this! Since our electric aggrega-
tion agreement is up for renegotiation this year, 
the Bay Village Green Team feels it is important 
for the city to offer residents a choice of how 
their household’s electricity is generated within 
the aggregation. 

More stories, photos 
and events online at 
wbvobserver.com   /wbvobserver

The Observer – Dedicated to the ideal 
that volunteers define a community.

Bay Village Kennel Fund 
announces fundraising
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by NANCY BROWN

The current Bay Village 
kennel, which is operated 
by the City of Bay Village, is 

situated in a former cable storage 
unit on the grounds of our Service 
Department at 31300 Naigle Road. 
This building, which houses lost 
or abandoned dogs, is worn and 

weathered and needs major struc-
tural improvements.

A group of volunteer residents 
has started an initiative, the New Bay 
Village Dog Kennel Fund (the Fund), 
to ensure the safety and comfort of 
the dogs housed at the kennel by 
assisting the City of Bay Village to 
improve and renovate the building. 
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The current Bay Village kennel is in need of major improvements.

 See KENNEL, page 2

Renewable 
electricity option 
for Bay Village 

residents?

 See ELECTRICITY, page 2

THE GREEN REPORT

Celebrate 
Black History 
Month at 
Porter Library
by ELAINE WILLIS

Westlake Porter Public Library cel-
ebrates Black History Month with 
special programs, displays and 

more throughout the month of February. 
There will be a display in the lobby high-
lighting African Americans who have had 
a major impact on our country, displays of 
library material focusing on Black History, 
blog posts and the following programs:   

Young Adult Book Club: ‘Pet’ by 
Akwaeke Emezi

Tuesday, Feb. 21, 7-8 p.m. Those unable 
to attend in person can join us simultane-
ously via Zoom. Books available in Youth 
Services. Please register.

Adult Creative Writing Group
Wednesday, Feb. 22, 7-8 p.m. Join us 

in person for an hour of creative writing 
prompts to inspire you to start and keep 
writing. This month’s meeting will be a cel-
ebration of poetry in honor of Black History 
Month. Please register.

Black History Month Storytime
Thursday, Feb. 23, 10-10:30 a.m. Cel-

ebrate Black History Month with a fun and 
educational storytime! Learn about Afri-
can American trailblazers through books, 
songs, and fingerplays. Ages 2-6, siblings 
welcome.

Illustration Creation                        
Saturday, Feb. 25, 3-4 p.m. Learn about 

Floyd Cooper and a selection of other nota-
ble Black illustrators then create a project 
inspired by their art. Grades 1-3. Registra-
tion begins Feb. 18.

Art Smarts
Sunday, Feb. 26, 2–3 p.m. Explore 

works by painter Kehinde Wiley then use 
what you’ve seen to create an art piece of 
your own! Grades 4-6. Registration begins 
Feb. 19.

‘Ghosts of Amistad’: Movie Screening 
& Discussion

Tuesday, Feb. 28, 7-8:30 p.m. This 
movie, produced and created by award-
winning historians and filmmakers, 
explores the roots of the Amistad slave 
rebellion in Africa. “Ghosts of Amistad” 
explores Sierra Leone to discover the roots 
and local memories of the slaves who 
rebelled aboard the Cuban slave ship in 
1839. Please register.

For more information visit westlake-
library.org, follow the library on Facebook 
and Instagram for posts about our activi-
ties, or call 440-871-2600. 

Bay citizen & project 
of the year named

When the Bay Village 
Community Coun-
cil is evaluating 

nominations for Project of the 
Year, among the main con-
siderations are the impact of 
volunteers and involvement 
of community organizations.

It is always a difficult 
choice, as Bay has no short-
age of community-based 

projects and programs. This 
year’s deliberation was no 
exception, with a long-await-
ed new library and many civic 
groups working to make Bay 
an even better place to live. 

But rising to the top was 
the year-long celebration of 
the Bay High School Centen-
nial and the sheer number 
of groups and individuals 
involved in the effort.

BAY VILLAGE COMMUNITY COUNCIL

by TARA WENDELL

If you or a loved one have 
ever experienced a seri-
ous illness requiring 

doctor visits, hospital stays, 
poking and prodding, fear 
and uncertainty, pain and 
fatigue, you know that there 
can be many dark days. 

Sometimes the thing 

you need most is the kind-
ness of others, a small act 
that turns a stranger into a 
friend.

To those facing cancer, 
Sherri Reilly has been a 
friend. For the past 12 years, 
Sherri has turned her com-
passion into a nearly full-
time volunteer endeavor as 
the Village Project’s garden 
leader. 

The celebration of the Bay High School Centennial has 
been named the Bay Village Project of the Year.

PROJECT OF THE YEAR

CITIZEN OF THE YEAR

Sherri Reilly has been named the Bay Village Citizen of 
the Year.

 See CITIZEN, page 4

 See PROJECT, page 4
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Their goal is to raise funds for the 
current structure to meet the standards 
of a commercial-grade municipal 
building suitable to  humanely house 
dogs, and to improve the quality, dura-
bility, and functionality of the current, 
below-standard structure. 

A coalition of concerned resi-
dents has been working to renovate 
or replace the current kennel for over 
a decade. 

Recently, presentations were 
shared in meetings with Mayor Paul 
Koomar and his staff. Consideration 
was given to total new build, prefabri-
cated kennels and repurposed/refur-
bished.

The mayor made the execu-
tive decision to move forward with a 
refurbished project. Upon securing the 
$50,000 the money will be gifted to the 
City of Bay Village under a designated 

and detailed budget line. The city will 
do the bidding process and execute 
program completion.

The Fund is a 501(c)(3) public 
charity dedicated to providing for the 
rescue, rehabilitation, and care of dogs 
which have been abandoned, mistreat-
ed, injured, or are otherwise in need in 
the city of Bay Village by supporting the 
Bay Village kennel. The Fund is seeking 
to raise $50,000. Donations to the Fund 
are tax deductible.

Donations can be mailed to:
New Bay Village Dog Kennel Fund
PO Box 40163
Bay Village, Ohio 44140
Several fundraising events are in 

process however, we would embrace 
personal, businesses and other orga-
nizations to help us meet if not exceed 
this goal. Bay Village is a significant pet 
friendly community. 

Please join our Facebook page or 
contact Nancy at 440-823-9159.

Let’s give Bay Village something to 
be proud of. 

Citizens participate 
in writing, editing, 

photographing and delivering this newspaper. 
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A rendering of the kennel after proposed renovations.

If the city includes a requirement 
when it goes out to bid that the con-
tract must include both options, each 
individual household could choose 
whether they want their power to be 
100% renewable or nonrenewable 
while remaining in the aggregation.

When a household opts for 100% 
renewable electricity, it does not mean 
necessarily that that exact household’s 
electricity is coming from a renewable 
source; what it does mean is that the 
renewable electricity company must 
ensure that they are putting the equiv-
alent of that household’s electric usage 
onto our grid.

When more households switch 
to renewable electricity, it means 
a higher percentage of renewable 
energy entering our grid, and that 
means less electricity generated from 
burning coal. Burning coal for electric-
ity pollutes our air and contributes to 
climate change.

What does choosing renewable 
electricity mean for your bill? It means 

you may pay a small amount more than 
the coal-burning electricity, but that’s 
it. Your account and billing will still be 
serviced by the Illuminating Company, 
and you will not notice any change to 
your service. 

What can you do? Please consider 
contacting the city council member 
for your ward (can be found at cityof-
bayvillage.com/240/City-Council) and 
letting them know it’s important to you 
that Bay Village offers a renewable elec-
tricity option with the aggregation the 
city chooses. 

ELECTRICITY    
from front page    

SOURCES OF RENEWABLE ENERGY
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by EMILY GOERS

Over 150 participants, volunteers, and vendors 
were in attendance at the 13th annual Bay Vil-
lage Senior Center Soup Cookoff on Friday, Jan. 

27. This event is a fundraiser put on each year to help 
raise funds that directly support new and existing senior 
center and BV60+ programs. New programs that have 
been introduced to the senior center this year include 
exercise programs such as Tai Chi, Brain/Balance/Barre, 
and Music and Mocktails.

The goal of the senior center is to provide a wide 
variety of activities, events, and programs to residents of 
Bay Village and surrounding communities for little to no 
cost. Fundraising events such as the soup cookoff helps 
financially support programs such as these.

The senior center is grateful to the participants 
for providing a monetary donation to the senior 
center, the area facilities for providing soup, and Bay 
businesses and organizations for donating items for 
the raffle. Additionally, we could not have put on this 
event without our hardworking volunteers. We would 
like to send a special thank you to our volunteers 
from Bay Village including Mayor Paul Koomar, Kath-
ryn Kerber, and the Bay Village Police Department. 

Local chefs faced off and brought their best soup 
to the cookoff! This year’s contestants entered a vari-
ety of soups, some familiar such as loaded baked 
potato and chicken paprikash, and some new and 
exciting such as an oxtail barley and vegan Mexican 
quinoa stew. The winner of the soup cookoff was 
The Normandy Senior Living. Runner-ups were St. 
Mary of the Woods in second place and Brookdale 
in third place. 

The soup cookoff was my last large 
event at the senior center as I have recently 
resigned from my role as Director of Com-
munity Services. I’d like to leave this message 
with residents of Bay Village and senior center 
participants from surrounding communities:

It’s with a bittersweet heart that I share 
the news that I have resigned from my role 

as Director of Community 
Services and have accepted 
a promotion at my previous 
employer, Independence Vil-
lage. While my time here at Bay 
Village has been short, it was an 
absolute pleasure to work with 
all of you and it is my hope that 
I left a small impact on the City, 
surrounding communities, and 
seniors that we have served here 
at the senior center.

I know that you are in the 
best of hands with Connie Lupica, Jenni-
fer Ruese, and Tara Wendell and that my 
replacement will be an excellent addition 

to the team. Thank you all for your kindness, helpfulness, 
and for welcoming me to Bay Village with open arms. I 
wish you all the best of luck and it has been a pleasure 
to serve you. 
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Soup cookoff raises 
$2,000 for senior 
programming

Treat your (future) self.
Big rate. Pick your term.

3-6-9 month CDs @ 3.55% APY*

*Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is 3.55% for the 3-month certificate, 3.55% for the 6-month certificate, 3.55% the 9-month certificate and is accurate as of 12/2/2022. At maturity, the 3-month certificate automatically renews for a term of 3-months, the 6-month certificate 
renews for a term of 6-months, the 9-month certificate automatically renews for a term of 9-months. Promotional rates available for new money only. New money is defined as money not currently on deposit with the bank. Funds must remain on deposit for the term of the  

certificate. A penalty for early withdrawal may apply. Fees could reduce earnings. The minimum to open the certificate of deposit is $500. This special is available for a limited time and is subject to change without notice.

ffl.net/ratespecial

BAY VILLAGE COMMUNITY SERVICES

Kim Zdanowicz of The Normandy Senior Living proudly 
displays the first-place trophy for their chicken paprikash soup.

Cookoff guests enjoy a variety of soups.

BVPD Police Chief Rob Gillespie serves up the Village 
Project’s vegan quinoa stew.
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The year 2022 marked 100 years of high school in Bay 
Village. In 1922, Parkview School opened at the corner of 
Cahoon and Wolf roads and housed grades K-12. Prior 
to that, Bay Village students traveled to other Westshore 
suburbs for high school. 

Bay Village Schools and the Bay Alumni Foundation 
coordinated efforts to celebrate this milestone with at least 
one Centennial event every month, and encouraged the 
participation of the entire community.

“As we came out of Covid restrictions, a tumultuous 
election cycle and economic strains for many, this was 
the perfect time for a celebration to bring us together, 
to remember and honor what is special about Bay Village 
and to appreciate the tradition of excellence in our schools 
and community,” read the nomination letter. “This was an 
opportunity for young and old, new residents and those 
who have lived here a lifetime, to share their love for their 
community.”

Kicking off in January with a new Centennial logo and 
a Virtual Town Hall webinar on the history of Bay Village by 
the Bay Alumni Foundation, Bay Village Historical Society 
and BHS Principal Jason Martin, the year featured “official” 
Centennial events hosted by a variety of organizations. 

School-related groups including the Bay Rockets 
Association, Bay Music Boosters, Bay High Thespians, Bay 
Village Education Foundation and the Board of Education 
were joined throughout the year by Bay Kiwanis, Bay Village 
Foundation, Bay Village Green Team and City of Bay Village.

“Because of this yearlong Centennial initiative, many 
civic and nonprofit organizations within the city of Bay 
Village worked together to have an impact on thousands 
of students, families, residents and alumni,” the project’s 
nominators wrote.

Several lasting projects came out of the celebration 
planning. A permanent Alumni History corridor was 
unveiled in a school hallway, along with a new Bay High 
School Military Alumni display. The first of a continuing 

series of Alumni Career Nights was launched to connect 
BHS alumni with current students.

In August, a ribbon-cutting was held for the new Home 
of the Rockets (HOTR) building at Memorial Stadium, in 
conjunction with the 50th anniversary of the stadium. This 
accomplishment was spearheaded by Jon Ransom and 
the Bay Rockets Association, who raised $1.6 million in 
donations.

“This project is a 
triumph for our commu-
nity and the spirit of One 
Rocket Nation,” Ransom 
said of the new building. 
“Thanks to this outpour-
ing of generosity, our new 
facility will enhance the 
stadium experience for 
future Bay student-ath-
letes and spectators for 
decades to come.” 

The Project of the 
Year will be recognized at 
a future date in conjunc-
tion with the Citizen of the 
Year ceremony. 

During the growing season, 
Sherri would spend up to 30 
hours a week at the Bay Village 
Community Garden, tending 
vegetables, growing herbs and 
snipping flowers.

The vegetables and herbs 
go to the Village Project kitch-
en, where volunteers prepare 
nutritious meals for clients bat-
tling cancer. The flowers pro-
vide nourishment for the soul, 
as Sherri and her team would 
bundle the blooms into color-
ful bouquets and place them in 

hand-painted vases to brighten 
clients’ dark days. During the 
winter, Sherri partnered with the 
nonprofit BigHearted Blooms to 
use “recycled” flowers leftover 
from weddings and other events.

Sherri’s devotion to others 
has earned her a place in Bay 
Village history, as she has been 
named the 2023 Citizen of the 
Year by the Bay Village Commu-
nity Council. 

The selection committee 
reviewed many worthy nomina-
tions and chose Sherri not only 

for the impact she has had on 
people in need, but also on the 
children that she brings to the 
garden to learn an appreciation 
of nature and selflessness.

“As garden leader I was able 
to teach children to plant a seed, 
water, nurture, harvest and then 
collect seeds from plants for next 
season to start the process over 
again – kind of a metaphor for 
life,” Sherri said. “I always thought 
of and told many of the volunteers 
that they are ‘Gardening Angels,’ 
they do so much and yet most of 
the recipients have no idea how 
many hands and hearts help grow 
the flowers, herbs and vegetables 
that they are receiving.”

Sherri lost her mother to 
cancer when she was 15, so she 
understands what clients are 
dealing with. Her background in 
outdoor education and degree 
in elementary education were a 
perfect fit for the garden leader 
position.

“Sherri is synonymous 
with Village Project and all this 
organization represents in the 
community,” said VP Executive 
Director Meredith LaVecchia. 
“She is one of Bay Village’s great-
est gems and she is so deserving 
of this award.” 

In addition to Sherri’s volun-
teer work with Village Project, the 
37-year resident of Bay has given 
her time to the Bay Schools while 
her children attended, Lake Erie 
Nature & Science Center’s board 

of trustees and Women’s Board, 
Meals on Wheels and BAYarts, to 
name a few.

A reception in Sherri’s honor 

will be held later this year. The 
Bay Village Community Council 
will announce the details when 
they are finalized. 

PROJECT of the Year     
from front page    

CITIZEN of the Year           
from front page    

A case in the Alumni History corridor.

A ribbon-cutting ceremony at the Home of the Rockets building.

The Bay High School Military Alumni display.

Sherri, right, with her regular adult garden helpers, Jan 
Maziasz, Carol VanCurran and Heather Ransom.

A little rain never stopped Sherri and her garden team from 
working in the garden. 

Sherri Reilly, center, with Jan Maziasz and several of her 
children garden helpers.
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Lunch & Learn

605 Bradley Road
Bay Village OH

RSVP to Heather at (440) 263-7083

11:30am- 12:00pm, Registration
12:00pm-1:00pm, Speaker

1:00pm-1:30pm, Community Tours

Join us to
Dr. Tyler explains

you Complimentary Lunch.Chef-Prepared

explore the choices of Senior Living and what they have to offer!
Assisted Living, Independent Living, Long-term Care and more-

All while enjoy a

Bay Village | |Fairview Park | Lakewood | Middleburg Heights | North Olmsted North Ridgeville

Community
of Medicine and

Medicine
School

Family

ofCollegeLearner

Professor
Cleveland

Clinical
University

at

Case Western

Health

and of
Medicine

Presented by

Dr. Carl Tyler, MD

“Choices in Senior one
is best for your loved ones?”

Living- Which

February 21, 2023

The second in a series of articles to be 
published as a walking tour of Lake 
Road by the Bay Village Historical 
Society in 2025.

by WILLIAM KRAUSE

The Reuben and Sarah Osborn 
House was originally located at 
29202 Lake Road, west of Lakeside 

cemetery. Reuben Osborn arrived in Dover 
on the afternoon of Oct. 10, 1810, the same 
day Joseph Cahoon and family were the 
first non-native American settlers to arrive 
in Dover Township.

Reuben brought his wife and children from New York 
the following May.

This was the first frame structure constructed 
in Dover Township and is the oldest existing frame 
structure between Cleveland and Lorain. It is a simple 
gabled structure with roofline, massing, and fenestra-
tion which hint of the Greek Revival style popular at 

the time.
Reuben’s grandson Reuben 

occupied the house in 1903 when Bay 
seceded from Dover Township, and 
he became the first mayor.

In 1995 the land along the lake where the house 
was located was sold to a developer. When the devel-
oper learned of the importance of the house, he 

donated it to the city which moved the house to its 
current location.

Today the house is used as a research repository for 
records of the Bay Village Historical Society. 

LAKE ROAD WALKING TOUR

Osborn Learning Center, 27715 Lake Road, c. 1814

The Osborn Learning Center at Cahoon Memorial Park.

The Osborn House was originally located at 
29202 Lake Road.
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by KAREN MISCIAGNA

During its Jan. 10, 2023, Organizational 
Board Meeting, the Bay Village Board of 
Education elected new officers for the 

2023 calendar year. Dr. Scott Schulz was voted 
President and Dr. Andrey Stojic was elected Vice 
President.

“As a Board, we are excited about the direc-
tion the district is headed with the refresh of our 
strategic plan and the knowledge we gained at 
the recent Ohio School Board Association (OSBA) 
Capital Conference,” said President Dr. Scott 

Schulz. “We have an incredible team of teachers 
and administrators, who have a genuine passion 
for serving our students and community. We look 
forward to taking Bay Village Schools to the next 
level while honoring our shared values and stra-
tegic vision.”

The Board also approved a 2023 calendar 
year of Board meetings, which are returning to the 
Bay Village Board of Education office, 377 Dover 
Center Road. Those 6:30 p.m. meetings will take 
place on: Feb. 27; Mar. 6, 20; Apr. 3, 17; May 1, 15; 
June 5, 26; July 10, 24; Aug. 7, 21; Sept. 5, 18; Oct. 
2, 16; Nov. 6, 20; and Dec. 4, 18. 

Bay Village Board of Education names new officers
BAY VILLAGE CITY SCHOOLS

Dr. Scott Schulz Dr. Andrey Stojic
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by WALTER TOPP

Westshore voters may notice 
some changes in how they 
vote in 2023, thanks to new 

state requirements and adjustments to 
ward and precinct boundaries following 
the 2020 census.

Tony Perlatti, Director of the 
Cuyahoga County Board of Elections, told 
members of the Bay Village Democratic 
Club that the recently enacted House Bill 
458 will strengthen the state’s voter iden-
tification requirement, reduce time for 
requesting and returning mail-in ballots, 
nearly eliminate curb-side voting, and 
cut the number of days of early voting. 
Perlatti spoke to Democrats at their Jan. 
23 meeting.

In a January news release touting 
the signing of HB 458 by Governor Mike 
DeWine, Ohio Secretary of State Frank 
LaRose said the changes will improve 
Ohio’s voting.

But voting rights and good govern-
ment advocates say that the changes 
will make voting harder for some eli-
gible voters, especially lower income 
Ohioans, older Ohioans, and military 
personnel.

Under HB 458, voters must show a 
photo ID, either an Ohio driver’s license, 
an Ohio-issued ID card, a Department 
of Defense-issued military ID card, or 
a passport in order to vote. Previous-
ly, voters who did not have a driver’s 
license or state ID card could confirm 
their identity by presenting a utility bill, 

a bank statement, or one of several other 
approved documents.

For most voters, the change should 
not be a problem, said Perlatti. Around 
98 percent of Cuyahoga County voters 
already use a driver’s license or state ID, 
he said.

But as many as 20 percent of Ohio 
voters age 65 and older do not have the 
required photo ID, wrote Mark Szabo of 
the Ohio Veterans Network in an email. 
They will be ineligible to vote, unless 
they have a passport or if they obtain 
a driver’s license or state ID card, both 
of which can only be obtained by going 
in-person to a Bureau of Motor Vehicle 
Deputy Registrar office. The nearest 
offices for Westshore residents are in 
North Olmsted and Cleveland’s West 
Park neighborhood.

Voters most likely to be affected 
by the reduction in time for accepting 
mail-in ballots include military person-
nel and their families serving overseas, 
wrote Szabo. Previously, mail-in ballots 
were accepted up to 10 days after an elec-
tion, provided they were postmarked on 
or before election day.

But now, under HB 458, that period 
has been shortened to four days. The 
deadline for requesting mail-in ballots 
has also been shortened, from noon on 
the Saturday before an election to the 
Tuesday before an election.

LaRose noted that the new deadline 
will give election workers more time to 
process mail-in ballot requests. But Per-
latti said that moving the deadline from 

Saturday to Tuesday was more than nec-
essary. “We didn’t need to go all the way 
to Tuesday,” he said. “Maybe Thursday 
would have been better.”

Voters should be aware of the new 
deadlines and make sure they request 
and return their mail-in ballots early, said 
Perlatti.

HB 458 also limited the number and 
operating hours of ballot drop boxes, 
limited curbside voting to voters with 
disabilities, and banned county Election 
Boards from conducting early voting on 
the Monday before an election, which 
Perlatti said had typically been the busi-
est of the early voting days.

District 16 State Representative 
Bride Rose Sweeney said statehouse 
Democrats were able to limit the changes 
Republicans wanted to make to Ohio’s 
elections. “It is an awful bill,” she said, 
“but it could have been 10 times worse.”

A lawsuit filed by a group of civic 
organizations, including the Northeast 
Ohio Coalition for the Homeless, Ohio 
Federation of Teachers, Ohio Alliance 
for Retired Americans, and the Union 
Veterans Council is challenging HB 458 
in court, so the final impact of the bill is 
yet to be determined.

Bay Democratic Club president 
Misty Elek said the Democratic Club 
will closely follow the lawsuit filed in 
response to HB 458

“We’re hopeful that the court will 
agree that this law violates the constitu-
tional rights of voters, particularly black 
voters, young voters, seniors, military 

members, and Ohioans who live over-
seas,” she said.

Some voters will also see changes in 
their precinct, ward, and in some cases, 
their voting location, said Perlatti.

Following the 2020 census, commu-
nities and the Board of Elections revised 
ward and precinct boundaries to reflect 
changes in population. Bay Village will 
have the same number of wards and pre-
cincts, he said, but the lines have shifted 
somewhat.

Voters will be advised by mail of any 
changes to their precinct, ward, or voter 
location, Perlatti said.

Other improvements made by the 
Board of Elections won’t be apparent to 
voters, said Perlatti.

The county is currently replacing all 
of the more than 700 scanners that they 
use to record votes at the county’s 232 
voting locations. Voters will still prepare 
paper ballots and insert them into the 
scanners, as before, he said. Paper ballots 
will still be retained for recounts or other 
reviews.

The Board also plans to replace all 
of the county’s electronic pollbooks this 
year. The new machines will be slightly 
larger than the current devices, Perlatti 
said, but will be operated in exactly the 
same way.

Detailed information regard-
ing voting procedures can be found at 
the Board of Election’s website at boe.
cuyahogacounty.gov. Information about 
the Bay Village Democratic Club an be 
found at www.BayDems.com. 

State, county making changes to voting
GOVERNMENT/POLITICS

by NANCY TRAINER

While antiques might remind you of your 
grandmother’s house, antiques (usu-
ally 100 years old) plus vintage (1980s or 

older) have gained popularity as households mix the 

old with the new. Local antique stores report 
increased buying levels from well before the 
pandemic as older items are meeting current 
needs. 

Many homeowners are looking for 
uniqueness, quality, immediate avail-

ability, and eco-friendly options. 
Researchers rate the carbon 
footprint of old furniture at 16 
times less than newly-produced 
furniture. Reported decorating 
trends include warmth from natural 
woods, brighter colors, and accent 
pieces that add a nostalgic design.

For the 53rd year, shoppers can 
again buy antiques and vintage items in a 
charity show at Bay High School. Mark your 
calendars for Saturday, Feb. 18, and Sunday, 
Feb. 19, to attend this annual fundraiser for 
college scholarships for Bay High seniors. 
This show is hosted by the Bay Village Wom-
en’s Club.

Since 1936, the Women’s Club has 
provided over a half-million dollars to 
400 Bay High seniors toward their college 
or advanced education. Scholarships are 
awarded every April after all applications 
have been reviewed for academic achieve-
ment, leadership activities and financial 
need.

Remind any Bay senior you know to 
explore the scholarship site at the high 
school for possible application. The Club’s 

average scholarship awards have been $2,500.
This year’s show will include more than 24 ven-

dors and dealers offering an array of antique and 
vintage jewelry, furniture, home decor, toys, classic 
trains, old radios and much more! There will be an 
opportunity to have one piece of jewelry valued for 
you by an appraiser from Vivid Jewelry on Saturday 
from 1-3 p.m. On Sunday, various dealers will par-
ticipate in antiques valuations from 1-3 p.m. These 
valuations are offered at no additional charge.

Admission to the show is $5 per person with chil-
dren under 12 free. Snacks, sandwiches, bakery and 
drinks will be available throughout the show times. 

Last year was our best show ever with over 1,200 
visitors and many vendors returning with more 
offerings because of their success. Join us for a fun 
experience in finding that “something special” and 
supporting our scholarship mission. 

Winter a good time to go antiquing
BAY VILLAGE WOMEN’S CLUB FOUNDATION

Doggie piggy bank

Antique Car
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by NANCY HEATON

BAYarts is pleased to announce a new col-
laboration with the Dwyer Senior Center 
in Bay Village. BAYarts is now offering a 

free monthly art class to area seniors.
On Jan. 18, BAYarts kicked off the program 

with a guided painting project, facilitated by Edu-
cation Director Linda Goik. Acrylic sunflower 
paintings brightened an otherwise dark winter 
day as crafters enjoyed fun and fellowship in 
the Sally Otto Gallery of the former Huntington 
Playhouse.

The next class is scheduled for Wednesday, 
Feb. 15, from 1-3 p.m. at BAYarts. Get ready for 
spring with a colorful brooch/lapel pin created 
with felt! Participants can create two pins, one to 
share and one to keep.

Class is limited to 15 participants. Regis-
tration is required. Seniors interested in joining 
the fun can call the Dwyer Center at 440-835-
6565 or visit MyActiveCenter to register by 
February 13. 

BAYarts and Dwyer Center offer art instruction to local seniors

Linda Goik leads a painting class at BAYarts.
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Antiques & Vintage ShowAntiques & Vintage Show

Antiques & Vintage Show

The Bay Village Women’s Club Foundation

Sat., Feb. 18, 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. 0  Sun., Feb. 19, 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.
bay high school, 29230 wolf road

Free appraisals 1-3 p.m. (one item)
$5 Donation for Scholarship Fund * children under 12 free

facebook.com/Bayvillagewomensclub 0 440-334-7539i i
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by DIANA PI, M.D.

Is your bedroom a symphony? You 
snore; your spouse snores; Noodles, 
your pug, snores. Noodles, with a 

short snout, was bred for a disorder called 
obstructive sleep apnea (OSA). But when 
should you worry about your snoring?  

OSA afflicts about 1 in 4 people. It’s 
pervasive, and its symptoms can be eva-
sive. Most people with OSA are not diag-
nosed.

So how does this sleep disorder 
“obstruct”? When we sleep, we go from 
light to deep sleep. Our muscles become 
relaxed, at times temporarily paralyzed.

Here’s the problem: In some, the 
muscles around the throat collapse and 
block the airway – we either completely 
or almost completely stop breathing. The 
drop in oxygen occurs in seconds. To 
regain muscle control, the brain will snap 
us out of deep sleep into a lighter one. 
This whole back-and-forth thing happens 
backstage; we aren’t awake.

In severe OSA, this process occurs 
at least 30 times an hour. Can you imag-

ine the stress on 
our body? The frag-
mented sleep causes 
excessive sleepiness. 
The stress from inter-
mittent low oxygen 
increases risks of 
heart  diseases, 
strokes, diabetes, etc.

Because we 
aren’t awake for 
all this drama, I’m 
alarmed if I hear, “No 
matter how much 
I sleep, I wake up 
tired.” Indeed, that 
complaint alone – 
with or without snor-
ing – deserves further 
workup. Only half of 
the people with OSA 
report a history of 
snoring.

Other signs to 
look for: Waking up 
choking or gasping 
for air – or better yet, being told that you 
stop breathing – are highly indicative of 
OSA. Also if your blood pressure is hard 
to control, or you fall asleep in church 
or while driving. Or you have frequent 
morning headaches that resolve in hours.

OSA is associated with frequent 
nighttime urination and acid reflux. I’m 
not saying if you frequent the bathroom at 

night, you have OSA. But if you’re chroni-
cally tired despite “good sleep” and have 
some of the symptoms, I’d book an earlier 
doctor’s appointment.  

Testing is easy and affordable now. 
We used to go to a sleep lab where we 
were hooked up like a sci-fi experiment 
(Medicare Fee Schedule: $650). My 
patients often complained, “I don’t think 

I slept.” I assured them, 
“You probably did OK 
because I got a result, and 
you got a bill.”

Now sleep studies can 
be done easily at home for 
a fraction of the cost ($94 
to $165). They’re better 
at detecting moderate to 
severe cases (80%) than 
mild cases (40% to 93%). 
I trust them.

OSA-related physi-
cal problems (sleepi-
ness, falling asleep at the 
wheel, etc.) respond well 
to treatment. First thing 
you do: sleep on your 
side. That might take care 
of some mild cases. Next: 
exercise and lose weight 
(if needed). There’s not a 
threshold of how much 
you must do. Any exercise 
and modest weight loss 
help. For severe cases, 

devices (forcing air in or nerve stimula-
tion) and/or surgery may work.   

Change in sleep reflects maturity. I 
go to sleep early, wake up early. I can’t 
remember the last time I stayed up for 
New Year’s Eve. Wild romantic dreams 
are overrated. In dreams, I work on my tax 
before April (never happened in real life) 
and I finish. It is what it is. 

Do you snore? 
Read this.

THE MEDICAL INSIDER

C
A

R
TO

O
N

 B
Y

 M
EG

A
N

 S
TE

W
A

R
T



More stories, photos and events online at www.wbvobserver.com   

8  7 FEBRUARY 2023 • WESTLAKE | BAY VILLAGE OBSERVER                                     

The Gathering Place to unveil      
new showroom for home 
furnishings resale shop
by SABRINA BOWENS

Community members are invited 
to view the new West Side Home 
Furnishings Resale Shop Show-

room at The Gathering Place’s Westlake 
location from 9 a.m.-1 p.m.

The shop features high quality, 
donated furniture, décor and home 
accessories from premiere brands such 
as Arhaus, Baker Furniture, Hender-
son, Waterford, Val Saint Lambert and 
more at greatly reduced prices. All pro-
ceeds from the sales support the free 
programs and services The Gathering 
Place provides for individuals and fami-
lies currently coping with the impact 
of cancer.

“Each month we are grateful to see 
such strong community support for 
our organization through purchases 
and donations to our home furnishing 
sales,” said Michele Seyranian, CEO of 
The Gathering Place. “It is because of 
their generosity that we can continue 

to help everyone who walks through 
our doors as they face a life altering 
cancer diagnosis. We are excited to offer 
a larger space for our shoppers at our 
Westlake location and look forward to 
offering a high-quality shopping experi-
ence in our new showroom.”

The Gathering Place’s Westlake 
Home Furnishings Resale Shop remains 
located inside Tri-C Corporate College 
West, but now shoppers can access 
the retail area on the same floor as the 
Gathering Place’s office for programs 
and services. 

Warehouse sales, held monthly, 
rely solely on donated pre-owned fur-
niture and home accessories. Merchan-
dise is constantly changing, and every 
shopping experience is unique.

For more information about 
upcoming sales, donations (local pick-
up is available) or volunteering, visit 
touchedbycancer.org/warehouse or 
contact our Warehouse Manager at tgp-
warehouse@touchedbycancer.org. 

READER'S OPINION

by COLLEEN HARDING

Before we had children, I used 
to throw out an occasional 
curse word. I’m not proud of 

it, but I did because it didn’t mean 
anything to me.

When you grow up in an old-fash-
ioned Irish Catholic household, some 
words come out regularly, and it’s not 
intended to disrespect the Lord. It’s 
just the way it was. Sometimes a good-
bad word got the point across.

When I married and had children, 
my husband did not share the same 
appreciation for the language and felt 
it was not setting a good example for 
our kids. He was right, and I stopped, 
but it was hard. I had to think before I 
spoke, especially when I was upset. It 
made me realize I swore more than I 
thought, because it was hard!

Leading by example can be chal-
lenging at times. It requires real disci-
pline and change, which takes work. 
We are surrounded by rules, guide-
lines and choices every day. Most of 
us don’t think much about it, but our 
young people are watching. They are 
watching how we handle things and 
whether we follow the rules.

Life gets so busy most of us don’t 
think about it. We are running from 
commitment to commitment and not 
thinking about who’s watching. Fol-
lowing rules is the least of our worries 
when we are running late. It’s crucial 
that we try, and when we mess up, we 
have to own it, say it was wrong and 
try to do better going forward. We are 
still human, after all, but if we don’t 
follow the guidelines put in place, why 
should they?

This morning I pulled into St. 
Raphael to drop off my son for school, 
and a woman in a minivan was in 
front of me doing the same. I thought 

nothing of it until she decided to turn 
around and head back toward the 
entrance, passing the sign that said 
One Way on School Days.

This woman went into oncoming 
traffic at a SCHOOL and seemed to 
think nothing of it. Did she think the 
rule was for other people and not her? 
Did she think she wouldn’t get caught? 
How about the people she was driving 
into that had to swerve so she could get 
by? Did she care if she hit someone in 
the process and hurt them? 

What message did she send to her 
children and other children? Rules are 
not meant to be considered and fol-
lowed if you feel like it.

Sometimes it isn’t easy to think 
about how our actions affect our off-
spring, but can we expect them to 
make good choices in life if we don’t 
show them what that looks like? We 
need to lead by example if we are 
going to stand a chance of raising good 
kids that follow the rules and think of 
others.

I have a friend who told me a 
story recently that was interesting. He 
said several kids had gotten into trou-
ble and been taken to the Bay Village 
jail. Their parents were called and had 
to pick each one up at the police sta-
tion. He asked the police officer how 
he would know if the kid would be a 
repeat offender and be back. 

The police officer told him, with-
out hesitation: the parents. He watch-
es how the parents respond. If the 
parents blame the police and justify 
the child’s actions, the kid is coming 
back. If the parents are upset and put 
consequences in place verbally with 
the child, chances are good they are 
not coming back.

Something to think about: Let’s try 
to lead by example for our children. 

Lead by example

Clague Playhouse program offers answers 
to dealing with dementia challenges
by GAIL NORRIS

Clague Playhouse, in conjunc-
tion with The Carolyn L. Farrell 
Foundation, offers an extraor-

dinary opportunity for individuals and 
families experiencing communication 
challenges with someone with demen-
tia in a home setting to learn about new 
approaches.

“Yes, And … Adventures in Com-
munication with Loved Ones with 
Dementia” is a one-hour performance 
and conversation that takes place at 
Clague Playhouse, 1371 Clague Rd., 
Westlake, on Sunday, Feb. 26, at 2 p.m.

Seats are limited, so making reser-
vations soon is recommended by call-
ing 440-414-0434 or emailing info@
farrellfoundation.com. Clague is wheel-
chair accessible. Admission is free, but 
donations to the Farrell Foundation are 
welcome.

Anne McEvoy uses performers 
and props to show three scenarios that 
often result in communications con-
flicts with people with dementia, and 
provides a positive approach to deal with 
these situations. McEvoy is a Cleveland-
based writer, playwright, and a nation-

ally known actress who has appeared on 
stage and on TV and in films.

During the height of the COVID out-
break, McEvoy worked with the Founda-
tion to create these scenarios, which were 
videotaped. The video, which provides 
a positive approach to dementia care, 
is available to community dementia/
Alzheimer’s support groups and to indi-
vidual families. 

The scenarios for both the live per-
formance and the video are based on 
the work of Anne Basting, Ph.D. Basting 
is noted for her book, “Creative Care: A 
Revolutionary Approach to Dementia 
and Elder Care.” She is an expert on aging, 
memory and dementia, and on the use of 
song, dance, improvisation, and theater 
to elicit joy. 

The Farrell Foundation has served 
hundreds of individuals with dementia 
and their families over the last 12 years, 
with the focus on giving meaning and 
support in both practical and creative 
ways. Participants in the programs share 
the positive impact that the enrichment 
sessions have on their ability to socialize 
and improve quality of life. 

For more information, visit farrell-
foundation.org. 

The Observer takes pride in the community ... 

and the community takes pride in the Observer.

Community Powered News

Join in at wbvobserver.com/members

Nobody covers Westlake 
and Bay Village 

like we do.

Citizen written, 
community focused.

PART-TIME SALES REP
Love the Observer? You can help us grow! 

We’re looking for a friendly, community-minded individual who wants 
to make extra income while promoting the Observer to local businesses.

Set your own schedule; work at your own pace.
Experience a plus, but not a requirement. 

Work with nice people and help support the most popular newspaper in 
Westlake and Bay Village!

Interested? Send us an email at: staff@wbvobserver.com
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Please join Village Project and support our clients
SATURDAY, MARCH 25, 2023 - 6:00 p.m.

E M E R A L D  E V E N T  C E N T E R
3 3 0 4 0  J U S T  I M A G I N E  D R I V E

A V O N ,  O H I O  4 4 0 1 1

A RECIPE FOR HOPE Scan the QR code to purchase tickets and sponsorships,
contribute gift baskets, wine or gift cards for the raffle and silent auction.

Please contact Village Project at 440-348-9401 with any questions.
www.ourvillageproject.com/nourish

NOURISH is our annual fundraising gala supporting our mission 
to come together as a community of all ages to provide nourishing 

meals and extended care and service to our neighbors experiencing cancer.

by KAREN MISCIAGNA

Bay Village Schools Super-
intendent Scot Prebles has 
turned a corner of the Board 

of Education office into an art gallery. 
Prebles recently initiated the Super-
intendent’s Choice Award by select-
ing one piece of art from each K-12 
building. The pieces were chosen 
from the Fall District Art Show. The 
pieces will be proudly displayed out-
side of Supt. Prebles’ office for one 
year. New pieces will be selected in 
the fall of 2023. 

Congratulations to the following 
students and their teachers:

NORMANDY ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOL

Artist: Molly Gillette

Teacher: Jama Jennings 
Students learned facts about 

Mexico to connect them to the lan-
guage they learn at Normandy. The 
Holiday Dia de Los Muertos is the 
inspiration for this piece. Molly’s art-
work was influenced by Amate’s bark 
painting of Mexico.

WESTERLY ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOL

Artist: Emma Roach
Teacher: Debra Sanson
The “fish design” drawing proj-

ect was inspired by the children’s 
storybook, “Memoirs of a Goldfish” 
by Devin Scillian. Students created 
sketches of various fish to create an 
underwater scene. Students used 
color blending and shading tech-
niques with colored pencils.

BAY MIDDLE SCHOOL
Artist: Martin Hausler
Teacher: Greg Leininger 
During the time of this piece’s 

creation Mr. Leininger encouraged 
Martin to see the essence and possi-
bilities of painting in a three-dimen-
sional form. 

BAY HIGH SCHOOL
Artist: Quinn Ryniak
Art Teacher: Thomas Schemrich 
The characters in this House of 

Cards were designed for a collabora-
tive storytelling game. The pieces were 
drawn digitally in Procreate and then 
printed out. They mimic playing cards 
with characters representing hearts, 
diamonds, spades and clubs. 

‘Choice Award’ showcases student artwork
BAY VILLAGE CITY SCHOOLS

Westerly Elementary School – Artist: Emma Roach

Normandy Elementary School – 
Artist: Molly Gillette

Bay High School – Artist: Quinn Ryniak

Bay Middle School – Artist: Martin Hausler
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by JEFF BING

Sometimes you just can’t 
figure people.

Odd, because every-
one knows I’ve always fancied 
myself as a “people person.”

I mean, after going upwards 
of six months (which, if I’m not 
mistaken, is half a year) with 
nary a single negative com-
ment launched in the direction 
of the Cleveland Browns owner, 
I write one mildly critical piece 
focusing on the managerial mis-
deeds of one Mr. Haslam, and 
people react as though I’m sit-
ting around taking cheap shots 
at the Vatican. (Also strange, 
since everyone knows I’m a 
Popel person, too).

Anyway, I’ve had to endure 
several snide remarks from 
Browns fans who evidently 
actually believe that the Browns 
are on the verge of being really, 
really good in the really, really 
near future.

Anything’s possible, I 
guess, but to put it in a way that 
Browns fans will understand, 
I’ll say that – frankly – I will be 
really, really surprised if the 
Browns are more than really, 
really mediocre over the next 
half-decade or so. Really.

Honestly, one guy was 
annoyed enough with me to 
wonder exactly what I was 
basing my bias against Haslam 
on.

I thought it was pretty 

clear to anyone over the age of 
6 (maybe 5) what the problem 
with the Browns was ever since 
that late October day in 2012 
when Jimmy and his crew (no, 
not the Columbus Crew) took 
over the reins of the good ship 
Starting Over, also known by 
some as the Cleveland Browns.

While it seems perfectly 
clear to me that this guy had 
spent just (a wee bit of ) too 
much time communicating with 
the mothership before opening 
his big yap, I decided to call this 
guy out and give him the “big 
picture” in a way that he and 
the other Browns stormtroop-
ers could understand.

How about counting up the 
years with playoff games for all 

of the teams in our division 
starting with 2012 (Jimmy’s first 
season of ownership)? After all, 
a group that makes the playoffs 
generally must be doing some-
thing right, right? We’ll go in 
descending order, with teams 
having the most appearances 
down to those with the fewest 
(hmm … wonder who that could 
be). 

Certainly, a surprise to no 
one, the Steelers, Bengals, and 
Ravens tied – each appearing in 
the playoffs six years out of the 
possible 11. But, it’s all perspec-
tive, right? 

In Cincinnati, the Bengals 
have been on a two-season high, 
with nearly reaching the Super 
Bowl this year for a second con-
secutive season, after years of 
first-round playoff failure. 

The Ravens, after winning 
the Super Bowl the first year 

Haslam was in Cleveland, have 
only won two playoff games 
since then, and fans are getting 
restless.

In Pittsburgh, success is 
measured only by conference 
championships and Super Bowl 
trophies, and there hasn’t been 
much dancing in the streets in 
Pittsburgh of late. In fact, 2016 
was the last time Pittsburgh was 
in a conference championship 
game.

But, as we said earlier, it’s 
all perspective, and making the 
playoffs six of 11 seasons sure 
trumps the whopping two sea-
sons the Browns have amassed 
since Haslam rode into town 
atop his Flying J stallion in 2012. 
But, for some, that still rates as 
progress and renders my criti-
cism “unreasonable.”

Sometimes you just can’t 
figure people. 

Following is Westlake Porter Public 
Library’s upcoming calendar of events. 
All programs are subject to change. Please 
check westlakelibrary.org or follow the 
library on Facebook and Twitter          
(@WestlakePorter) for the latest updates.

by ELAINE WILLIS

Wednesdays, Feb. 8 and 15 (7-7:30 
p.m.) Saturdays, February 11 and 18 
(10:30-11 a.m.) Family Storytime – 
Join us for rhymes, songs and play! For 
families with children ages 2-6 with a 
caregiver. Siblings are welcome.

Thursday, Feb. 9 (3:30-4:30 p.m.) 
Roblox Arcade – We have some pri-
vate servers set up for Tweens in grades 
4-6 to hang out with their friends and 
enjoy some of the most popular games 
via Zoom. Join us in person on online. 
Please register.

Thursday, Feb. 9 (6:30-7:15 p.m.) 
Adapted Storytime – Join us for this 
storytime designed for children who may 
not be successful in a typical storytime. 
Content is geared toward ages 3-7. Reg-
istration begins one week before each 
session.

Thursday, Feb. 9 (7-8 p.m.) Virtual 
Author Talk: Lana Harper, Back in a 
Spell (Virtual) – Join us for a magical 
evening with New York Times bestselling 
author Lana Harper as she discusses the 
third installment of her immensely popu-
lar “The Witches of Thistle Grove” series. 
Streamed live. Please register.

Friday, Feb. 10 (11 a.m.-noon) 
Dance is for Every-Body – Active for 
Life presents a low-impact and fun seated 
dance program taught by a certified 
seated dance instructor. For all abilities 
and all bodies. For adults with disabilities 
and caregivers. Please register.

Friday, Feb. 10 (4-4:30 p.m.) Read 
It, Make It @ the Library – Make a 
craft based on a story that is read aloud. 

Grades PreK-1, siblings are welcome. 
Please register.

Saturday, Feb. 11 (10 a.m.-1 p.m.) 
SAT Practice Test – Want to get some 
practice before taking the SAT? Sylvan 
Learning will be here to simulate the exact 
environment for taking the SAT. Bring your 
own calculator and a No. 2 pencil. Results 
session will take place on Saturday, Feb. 
18, at 10 a.m. Please register.

Saturday, Feb. 11 (1-2:30 p.m.) 
Wire-Wrapped Appetizer Flatware 
– Learn the art of wire-wrapping by wrap-
ping an appetizer fork and spoon using 
gold-plated wire and your choice of glass 
beads and/or pearls. Please register.

Saturday, Feb. 11 (1–2 p.m.) Poké-
mon Fun! – This will be a time to view 
and trade cards, do a craft (if desired), 
and play a Pokémon Bingo game. Feel 
free to bring your cards!  Ages 6-11.

Sunday, Feb. 12 (2-3 p.m.) Brick 
Builders – Do you love Legos? Bring 
your ideas and imagination to Brick 
Builders! Bricks provided. No registration 
required, but room capacity is limited. 
Ages 5-12.

Sunday, Feb. 12 (2–4 p.m.) Anime 
Club – A great club for anime and manga 
lovers! All otaku and newbies welcome! 
Grades 7-adult.

Monday, Feb. 13 (9 a.m.-9 p.m.) 
Valentine Fun Craft Kit Pick-Up – 
Get ready for Valentine’s Day with some 
fun crafts! Kits are available for pick-up 
through 6 p.m. on Feb. 19, unless other 
arrangements are made. Please register.

Monday, Feb. 13 (2-3 p.m.) Is 
Starting a Nonprofit Right for You? 
– Starting a nonprofit can seem like a 
complicated process – is it worth it? Join 
David Holmes of Candid as he shares the 
legal and logistical elements necessary 
to start a successful nonprofit. Please 
register.

Mondays, Feb. 13 and 27 (3:30–5:30 
p.m.) Teen Lounge – Need a place to 

hang after school? Come to WPPL’s Teen 
Lounge on Monday afternoons! Video 
games, board games, snacks and more!

Monday, Feb. 13 (7–8 p.m.) 3D 
Printing Orientation – In order to use 
the library’s 3D printer, you’ll need to 
take this orientation first. Please register.

Tuesday, Feb. 14 (4:30-5:15 p.m.) 
STEAM Club: Static Electricity – Join 
Mrs. K as we explore the shocking science 
of static electricity. Discoveries will be 
made through hands-on experiments, 
active participation and a simple take-
home project. Grades 1-2. Please register.

Tuesday, Feb. 14 (7-8:30 p.m.) Tues-
day Evening Book Club (In Person 
AND Virtual) – Join us to discuss “The 
Magnolia Palace” by Fiona Davis. The 
discussion will be held in person and on 
Zoom simultaneously. Please register. If 
you register for the Zoom option you will 
receive a Zoom invitation and instruc-
tions by email.

Wednesday, Feb. 15-22 (9 a.m.-9 
p.m.) Discovery Box (Sign-Up) – 
Register for WPPL’s personalized sub-
scription box service. For teens in grades 
7-12. Registration begins on Feb. 15 and 
must be done by Feb. 22. Pick up begins 
March 1.

Wednesday, Feb. 15 (1-1:30 p.m.) 
Fall in Love with your Spine: Vir-
tual Health Talk – Your posture is the 
window into your health. Join us on Zoom 
as Dr. Casen from The Drugless Doctors 
discusses ways to improve function in 
the body naturally with simple tools to 
improve the spine. Please register.

Wednesday, Feb. 15 (2-3 p.m.) 
Wednesday Afternoon Book Dis-
cussion – This month’s title is “Super 
Host” by Kate Russo. A limited number 
of books are available for checkout at the 
Circulation Desk.

Wednesday, Feb. 15 (4:30-6 p.m.) 
Bow Wow Books – Stop by Youth Ser-
vices to sign up for a 10-minute reading 
time with a therapy dog. Sign up starts 
at 4 p.m. Recommended for grades K-4.

Thursday, Feb. 16 (10-11:30 a.m.) 
Android Smartphone & Tablet User 
Group – Do you own an Android smart-

phone or tablet? Bring it with your ques-
tions (or tips!) to this guided user group. 
Registration begins Feb. 9.

Thursday, Feb. 16 (4- p.m.) Virtual 
Author Talk: Grace M. Cho – Join us 
for an insightful chat with award-winning 
author Grace M. Cho as she discusses her 
memoir “Tastes Like War.” Streamed live. 
Please register.

Thursday, Feb. 16 (6-8:30 p.m.) 
HeartSaver CPR/AED – Get certified 
for adult, child, and infant CPR and AED. 
Class led by certified instructors from UH 
St. John Medical Center. Visit uhems.org/
event-search to register. Email account 
required. Participants under the age of 
14 must have a parent or legal guardian 
in class. If any questions, contact the 
instructors at uh4cpr@gmail.com. 

Saturday, Feb. 18 (2-3 p.m.) Author 
Visit with Eric Carlson Author of 
Dark Arts – Join us for a virtual author 
visit with author Eric Carlson, joining us 
live from Geneva, Switzerland! Eric is an 
author of horror, weird, and other forms 
of speculative fiction. His short stories and 
articles have appeared in journals in the 
US, UK, Argentina and Spain. Please reg-
ister to attend either in person or online.

Saturday, Feb. 18 (2–4 p.m.) Hand 
Sewing for Literacy – Learn basic 
sewing skills and create a sewn project 
while listening to a story with sewing as 
its central theme. Grades 1-5. Registra-
tion begins Feb. 11.

Monday, Feb. 20 (9 a.m.-9 p.m.) Fine 
Motor Kit Pick Up Begins – Pick up 
this fun kit and practice fine motor skills 
at home! For children ages 3-7. Registra-
tion begins Feb. 13.

Monday, Feb. 20 (1-2:30 p.m.) True 
Crime Book Club: ‘Say Nothing’ by 
Patrick Radden Keefe – A great way 
to discover new and classic true crime 
writing. Please register.

Monday, Feb. 20 (7-8:30 p.m.) Maker 
Monday: Alternatives to Cable TV – 
Frustrated with cable? Let us help you 
sort through the alternatives available. 
Please register.

To register for any of the programs, 
please visit westlakelibrary.org/events. 

Westlake Porter Public Library’s                       
upcoming calendar of events

SPORTING VIEWS

And they say I’m unreasonable… 

Thank You to all of our advertisers & donors.     
Your support keeps us humming along!
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by TAK SATO

I was blessed to be given an oppor-
tunity to visit my family in Japan 
after a four-year hiatus. With my 

jetlag finally jettisoned, I want to share 

a “Top 5” list of observations I made 
while traveling that show the contin-
ued convergence of the real and digital 
worlds.

No. 5: Use the internet to 
check destination country entry 
requirements that can be fluid.

I spent two hours submitting my 
passport and vaccination information 
to Japan’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
before my trip. Upon approval, a QR 
code was issued which made entry into 
Japan one of the swiftest I remember.

No. 4: Install the airline’s app 
for on-demand access to your trip 
information.

Not only will the airline’s app give 
you on-demand access to your itiner-
ary, many airlines let you track your 
baggage.

No. 3: Invest in a battery pack 
to juice your smartphone on the 
go.

Although there are rules as to the 
size of rechargeable battery packs you 
can have in your carry on (not checked-
in baggage), having the capability to 
charge your smartphone while traveling 
is comforting as your smartphone does 
have a lot of information you may need 
at your fingertips.   

No. 2: Know how to turn on the 
“Airplane” mode on your smart-
phone.

Airplane mode will turn off cellular 
and Wi-Fi communications per cur-
rent FAA regulations. When your plane 
reaches a certain altitude, though, you 
should be notified that you can turn on 
Wi-Fi while remaining in airplane mode 
so cellular remains off. This enables you 
to connect your smartphone to the in-
flight entertainment system and/or if 

you have paid extra to connect to the 
internet through Wi-Fi. 

No. 1: Test the messaging apps 
you want to use to call home.

One way I know to avoid a surprise 
cellular bill after returning from a trip 
abroad is to: turn on airplane mode 
when you reach your destination, turn 
on Wi-Fi, connect to a Wi-Fi signal (for 
example at your hotel or the ubiquitous 
cafe that rhymes with “Satobucks”) and 
use messaging apps over Wi-Fi to com-
municate with people back home.

That said, it could be worth your 
while to find out from your cellular 
provider the different options you 
may have. For example, your plan 
may include international roaming of 
your mobile data plan (mine does) or 
your provider may offer a reasonable 
add-on for international roaming of 
your mobile data or calling that fits your 
budget (mine doesn’t as it wants $2 per 
minute to call home from abroad).

Remember, the requirement for 
using any messaging app is that both 
parties must be using the same mes-
saging app so test them with the people 
you want/need to communicate with 
before you fly abroad. 

Bay Village Resident

Jim’s Handyman Services
Over 30+ years of Experience

216-287-4761
All Repairs

Renovations
Free Estimates

620 Dover Center Rd.
Open Mon-Fri: 8-6, Sat: 8-5. Closed Sun.

Jim Sgro’s Village Barber Shop
ALL HAIRCUTS $20

Stop in anytime,
or call for an appointment

440-871-0899
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Pre-school to teens, classes are
during the 11:00 a.m. service,
For more info, contact Joy F. Smith,
yfmdirector@unityspiritualcenter.com
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Hot Spots

New Releases

How can we help you today?

Mobile Prints
Tax Forms

Computers

Passports
Board Games
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Crystal Reading & Chakra Balancing
Call for appointment: 440-558-6715

Daily 9 a.m - 9 p.m.   $25 special with this ad.

 BAY VILLAGE AND WESTLAKE

Tarot Card &
Astrology Reading

Before flying 
abroad

THE DIGITAL WORLD

by DAVID PFISTER

“There is not 
e n o u g h 
darkness 

in all the world to put 
out the light of even 
one small candle” – 
Robert Alden

Placing a burning 
candle in one’s window 
is a common tradi-
tion that dates back to 
colonial times. Candle 
light often evokes the 
warmth of home and 
family. The fireplace 
was the center of family life in days gone 
by, and thus the candle was generally lit 
from that fire.

The candle was often placed in the 
window when a member of the family 
was away. The lit candle was also placed 
in the window as a sign of good news or 
as a beacon to weary travelers. Candles 
also represented friendship and were 
seen as a sign of welcome to others.

More and more as we pass by 
homes we see battery operated candles 
in the windows. The trend is growing in 
popularity once again and isn’t just for 
Christmas anymore. Candles are also 
an important part of the Clague and Lily 
Weston House Museums. The Westlake 
Historical Society receives many calls let-
ting us know when the window candles 
are dim, or to offer compliments of how 
comforting they are to see. The historical 
society first placed candles in 2010.

There are 26 windows in the Clague 
House, and 24 at the Lilly Weston 
House. Each window needs a battery 
powered candle due to fire department 

regulations. Each candle has sensors 
for dusk to dawn burning time. Two 
AA batteries go in each candle and last 
about two months.

The Westlake Historical Society is 
starting an adopt-a-window program 
to help defray the cost of candles and 
batteries. An annual donation of only 
$10 covers the cost of the candle and 
replacement of batteries six times a 
year. This program covers the windows 
for both museums. Please choose the 
windows you would like to sponsor 
and let us know. The sooner you make 
your choice and let us know, the better 
your choice of windows will be. Window 
candles can be adopted by visiting our 
website, www.westlakeohiohistory.org 
or by contacting us at westlakehistory@
yahoo.com.

We sincerely hope that you will 
be a part of this endeavor and help to 
keep our historic houses lighting up the 
night. For further information, please 
contact Mila Roberts at 216-961-6374 
or 216-848-0680. 

Window candles light up history
WESTLAKE HISTORICAL SOCIETY

The Clague House Museum.
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Serving Northeast 
Ohio Homeowners 

since 1975

Quality Painting.
T H AT ’ S  A L L  W E  D O !

The Westside’s #1 choice 
for interior and exterior 

painting

Call us at 
216-529-0360 

for a Free Consultation!

neubertpainting.com

HOT DIGGITY D   G

     THREE-O-FIVE
ANIMAL HOSPITAL

Three-O-Five
Animal Hospital

HOT DIGGITY D   G, INC.
Personal In-Home Pet Care
Busy Work or Personal Schedule?
In-home visits tailored to 
your pets’ special needs:
• Reasonable prices for all services
• Meals, walks, medication
• Plus personal play time / special requests
• All in the surroundings of your home

25 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

hotdiggitydogusa.com
440-823-9159
Visit our blog: OhioPetExpert.com

“We take the 
worry out of 
being away”

Owner Nancy Brown 
and Sunshine

Thank you to the donors who contributed to this issue:
Judy & Ray Budoi, Paul & Cathy Flament

Colleen Harding, Joan Kemper, Anonymous

Since 2009 the Observer has strived to fulfill our founding 
mission – to strengthen our community by informing and 

engaging Westlake and Bay Village residents. 
If you are able to help us continue to provide a free 

medium where the community can share news, share 
stories and share laughs, please send a cash or check 

donation along with the form. 
Donations may also be made by credit card at                

wbvobserver.com.

To provide a sustaining financial gift, recurring 
monthly donations in any amount may be arranged at 

wbvobserver.com.

We need your help

15.2

I’d like to help support the Observer!

First Name     Last Name

 Check this box if you do not want your name included in a list of donors.

Donation Amount: 

 $5         $10         $25         $50         Other: $

Please make checks payable to WBV Observer and
MAIL TO: 451 Queenswood Drive, Bay Village, OH 44140

The Observer is an independent, community owned publication. 
Please note that charitable contributions are gratefully accepted but not tax-deductible. 

For questions about donating or more information on how to get involved, contact publishers 
Denny Wendell or Tara Wendell at 440-409-0114, staff@wbvobserver.com.

PLEASE PROOFREAD.

BY THE TIME YOU FINISH
READING THIS, YOU’LL BE

THAT MUCH CLOSER
TO RETIREMENT.

As a rule of thumb, we’re the type

to stress the importance of a slow

and steady approach. However, in

this case, the ability to

speed-read may prove

modestly beneficial to

you. Because the sooner

you finish, the sooner

you’ll be reminded of

the significant value

in starting to plan for

retirement early. You

see, with each tick of the second

hand, your retirement edges

closer. Which is why we’ve always

believed there’s no such thing as

planning too early. Thanks to the

rigorously disciplined, thoughtful

process we’ve employed

from day one, Raymond

James advisors have

helped countless clients

reach the finish line

with the necessary

resources to accomplish

all the next things they

wanted to do. It’s time

to find out what a Raymond

James financial advisor can do

for you. LIFE WELL PLANNED.

While we find the strutting 
gratuitous, the rooster’s 

commitment to starting early 
is strategically sound.

BY THE TIME YOU FINISH
READING THIS, YOU’LL BE

THAT MUCH CLOSER
TO RETIREMENT.
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LIFE WELL PLANNED® are registered trademarks of Raymond James Financial, Inc. 16-BR3AP-0073 TA 04/16
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Vice President, Investments

COMMUNITY EVENTS Post your group’s free community events online at wbvobserver.com

Thursday, Feb. 9, 12:30-2 p.m.
GARDENS AND BEYOND IN 
COLONIAL TIMES
Journey back in time to hear how 
early settlers adapted to their 
environment using available plants 
in their diet and for medicinal 
uses. You will get a glimpse of the 
life of our early settlers in Dover 
and how they adapted to the area 
through items in the collection of 
the Bay Village Historical Society, 
presented by its president, Cathy 
Burke Flament. Sponsored by the 
Bay Village Women’s Club. Free 
and open to the public. Join us for 
hot cocoa to treat the winter blues.
Bay Village Branch Library, 27400 
Wolf Rd.

Saturday, Feb. 11, 5-6:30 p.m.
BAY UWF SOUP SUPPER
The United Women in Faith of Bay 
United Methodist Church invite 
you to their annual Soup Supper. 
All proceeds go towards mission. 
Your ticket includes a soup bowl 

to fill as many times as you like 
with 15-20 varieties of homemade 
soup and chili, bread, relish tray 
and dessert.  Tickets are $12 per 
person, $5 for children 5 and 
under, available at the door. All are 
welcome.
Bay United Methodist Church, 
29931 Lake Rd.

Wednesday, Feb. 15, 6:45-8:30 p.m.
CUYAHOGA WEST CHAPTER, 
OHIO GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY
Rosey Kellner, Cuyahoga West 
President, presents “Using 
City Directories.” Learn how to 
cross-reference city directory 
information to historic maps 
and newspaper archives to put 
your ancestor in a time and 
place making it easier to locate 
genealogical records.  
Westlake Porter Public Library, 
27333 Center Ridge Rd.

Thursday, Feb. 16, 7-8 p.m.
THE SCALE OF UFOS IN THE 
UNITED STATES AND OHIO 
UFO Sightings in Ohio? UFO 
experts will share the truth behind 
the number of UFO sightings in the 
United States and Ohio.
Bay Village Branch Library, 27400 
Wolf Rd.

Sunday, Feb. 19, 7 p.m.
CLASSIC SILENT FILM SERIES 
WITH ORGAN ACCOMPANIMENT
West Shore UU Church’s popular 
Classic Silent Film series returns, 
along with musical accompaniment 
on our Holtkamp organ by Music 
Director David Blazer. February’s 
feature is a 1927 Academy Award 
winning film, “Sunrise: A Song 
of Two Humans.” In “Sunrise,” 
a sophisticated urban woman 
seduces a farmer in the hopes 
that he will murder his neglected 
wife and join her in the city. But 
he ends up rekindling his romance 
with his wife when she discovers 

their scheme. Many have called it 
the greatest film of the silent era. 
The curtains and music go up at 7 
p.m. in the church Sanctuary. Free 
and open to the community; no 
reservations required. For more 
information, call 440-333-2255. 
West Shore Unitarian Universalist 
Church, 20401 Hilliard Blvd., Rocky 
River

Tuesday, Feb. 21, 6:30 p.m.
MENTAL HEALTH 101
Is your child showing signs of 
anxiety, depression or another 
mental health concern? Do you 
need help finding a local mental 
health care provider? Join Karla 
Fitch as she introduces Connecting 
For Kids’ tools for finding a mental 
health provider. Topics include 
identifying preferences, comparing 
specialties and understanding 
treatment options.
Westlake Porter Public Library, 
27333 Center Ridge Rd.

UPCOMING EVENT? Promote it by advertising in the Observer
GET MORE EXPOSURE – PLUS YOU’LL HELP SUPPORT THE PRINTING OF THIS GREAT COMMUNITY RESOURCE!

Contact the Observer for ad details: call 440-409-0114 or email staff @wbvobserver.com


